| Heard a Bird Sing

66 original rounds
and canons for choirs

By Jake Alexander
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Introduction

Welcome to | Heard a Bird Sing!

I'm Jake Alexander - a composer and musical director - and this book brings together a
collection of my rounds and canons, written especially for choirs to enjou.

The songs are designed to be flexible. Feel free to experiment with tempo and dynamics, and
shape each sing-through in whatever way best suits your group. They are set in keys that will
work for most choirs, though you may wish to transpose them to match your singers more
precisely. A few include optional piano accompaniments, but all work beautifully a cappella.

Most rounds divide into three or four parts, though you might like to begin with a single line
and gradually build the layers. Endings are open to interpretation: you could let each section
fade away in turn, or - as | often prefer - repeat the final phrase until every voice joins in
unison.

Some pieces are simple enough to teach by ear and make excellent warm-ups; others may
benefit from scores or lyric sheets. Whatever the method, | encourage singers to put the paper
aside at some point, lift their heads, and listen. That’'s when real cohesion - and the joy of
shared sound - emerges.

A quick tip: many of these songs are polyphonic, with rhythms that weave around each other
rather than aligning exactly. If timing is a challenge, encourage singers to listen outward as
well as inward. One useful strategy is to scatter them around the room, or even have them
walk slowly as they sing - once they know the song well enough to do so.

The texts are drawn from poetry, prose, proverbs, and speeches - a mixture of favourite lines
I've carried with me for years and gems I've only recently discovered. | hope you find as much
pleasure in singing them as | did in setting them to music.

Finally, my thanks go to Amandine, Maiwenn, Eliot, Priya Bose, Eleanor Rastall, Jean & John
Shirley, Jenn Mischenko, and My Johansson for their help in bringing this book to life; and to
my choirs - Quaggy Community Choir, Crib Notes, Raised Voices, Greenwich Foundation Choir,
Sing Streatham, and KTé - for indulging me in so many musical experiments.
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All Shall Be Well
O e e Easy
Words from Revelations of Divine Love by Julian of Norwich (c. 1343 - after 1416),
the first surviving English-language work written by a woman.
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3 Blossom by Blossom

Intermediate

Words from Atalanta in Calydon by Algernon Charles Swinburne (1837-1909)
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M Endymion by John Keats (1795-1821)
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(5) Changing Leaves e

Words from 7o The Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf (1882-1941)
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A Crystal Forest

Words from A Crystal Forest by William Sharp (1855-1905)

4 parts
Easy
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9 The Dragonfly

Based on words from Silent Noon by Dante Gabriel Rossetti (1828-1882)
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Words from A Dream Withi A Poe (1809-1849)
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Words from Progress and Poverty by Henry George (1839-1897)
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(13) The Eternal Space o,

Words from Darkness by Lord Byron (1788-1824)
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Words from Eccle ocrypha), as translated in the 1560 Geneva Bible
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Fall, Leaves, Fall

Based on words from Fall, Leaves, Fall by Emily Bronté (c. 1818-1848)

This round actually works in 4 parts - you can do it this way if you
prefer. However, | prefer having just 3 parts and a little more space.
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- until everyone is holding it in unison.

/m This Hour Interr:ez?(;z

of the Open Road by Walt Whitman (1819-1892)

From this hour | or-dain my - self loosed of li-mits  and i-ma-gi-na-ry lines.

As an alternative, singers may sing the last phrase in the opposite
direction, as shown here... Options include different groups singing
different versions of the phrase, all groups moving to the downward I |
phrase at a pre-arranged moment, or singers simply being allowed
to sing either phrase at random - the lines are imaginary after all! and i-ma-gi-na-ry lines.




The Goose and Common

4 parts

Based on a 17th century English folk poem
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Hell Is Empt s
e S mp y Easy
Easy Version
Words from The Tempest by William Shakespeare (1564-1616)
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Hope |S the Thlng Challenging
Words from ‘Hope~is the thing with feathers by Emily Dickinson (1830-1886)
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| Do Wander E h enging
O O n e r Ve ryw e re Challenging
Words from A Midsummer Night's Dream by William Shakespeare (1564-1616)
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|f O Thing LOVeS Intern?ez?c;’z

“If a thing loves it is infinite.”
A note made by William Blake (1757-1827)

Tip: Before singing this song in parts, get your choir to sing it in unison, whilst you stamp or clap
on beats one and three, in order to get them used to how the melody fits around the meter.
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Jabberwocky

Words from the poem, Jabberwocky, by Lewis Carroll (1832-1898),
as featured in his 1871 novel, Through the Looking Glass
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3 parts
Intermediate

Kindness Is Like Show

"Kindness is like snow. It beautifies everything it covers”
Commonly attributed to Kahlil Gibran (1883-1931)
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@ A Light Exists in Spring

Words from A Light Exists in Spring by Emily Dickinson (1830-1886)
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@ Love and Work oo

"Give me love and work - these two only.”
Commonly attributed to William Morris (1834-1896)
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@ Memory of the Heart ntermecate

"Gratitude is the memory of the heart.”
French proverb attributed to Jean Massieu (1772-1846)
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@ Music Makers

Words from Ode by Arthur O’'Shaughnessy (1844-1881)
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One Touch of Nature
Full Score

"One touch of nature makes the whole world kin.”
William Shakespeare (1564-1616), Troilus and Cressida
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Only When It's Dark Chalengis

”

"I know, somehow, that only when it's dark enough can you see the stars.

An excerpt from Martin Luther King Jr.'s final speech, popularly known as
I've Been to the Mountaintop, which makes reference to earlier sentiments
expressed by Charles Beard (1874-1948) and Thomas Carlyle (1795-18817).
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The Oxen o
Full Score

Based on a fragment from 7he Oxen by Thomas Hardy (1840-1928).
The words refer to a Wessex legend, which holds that cattle kneel in
homage every Christmas Day at the exact time of Jesus' birth.
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3 parts
Challenging

The Oxen

Simple Score
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P ,in a foreign world by Emily Dickinson (1830-1886)
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Remember, Remember ey

Based on an English folk poem about the Gunpowder Plot of 1605
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Jt, Wild Bells by Alfred Tennyson (1809-1892)
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3 parts

Rippling of Rivers ntermectate

Words from A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers by Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)
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Ri Flow Th h U encing
|Ve rs OW roug S Challenging
“The rivers flow not past, but through us. Thrilling, tingling, vibrating every
fiber and cell of the substance of our bodies, making them glide and sing.”

Words from Mountain Thoughts by John Muir (1838-1914).

John Muir Papers, Holt-Atherton Special Collections and Archives,

University of the Pacific Library. ©1984 Muir-Hanna Trust.

J.=60 [1]
7 () | (to 2)
o D 3 II- J— | I I 1 | I y ‘%
~—
The ri - vers flow____ not past
@ (to 3)
- p—  — T 1|
(%7 1 >y I ol |
/ 5] N H
[y, 4 , -y
Thrill - ing ting - ling, orat - ing
EI (to 1)
b4 ||D 3 1| | | Il |
Gl 5 —
\Ne ;/' & i’ . L4 (J)—u
e - very fi \ cell. The
4 parts
P Gnd Thorns Challenging
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Snowflakes Chalomane

Words from Snow-Flakes by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882)

* Sing through in unison, then as a two part canon, and finally as a three part canon.

* On the final time through, Voices 1 and 2 hold and pause on "snr " while Voice 3

holds "slow". All voices come off the chord together, before si’ ~ascends the
snow" in unison. (This means that Voices 1 and 2 sing "Desce’ " twice.)
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@ A Solitary Planet

Words from Autumn Dusk by Sara Teasdale (1884-1933)
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Song of the ) ntermeciate

Words from Macbeth by Willian
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Ul“lller ln ng On Easy
Words from The Light That Failed by Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936)
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This Crisp Winter Air Chollensing

Words from Winter Sunshine by John Burroughs (1837-1921)
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“This grand show rise somewhere; the dew is never all dried at once;
a shower is fo’ rising. Eternal sunrise, eternal sunset, eternal dawn
and gloamir and islands, each in its turn, as the round earth rolls.”
Words from. e Unpublished Journals of John Muir by John Muir (1838-1914).
rolt-Atherton Special Collections and Archives,
J=6r the Pacific Library. ©1984 Muir-Hanna Trust.
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@ Those Who Wish to Sing ntermeciate

"Those who wish to sing always find a song.”
J=72 Swedish proverb

EI (to 2)
72, O

[CGREA =

[Y) -

M
====

| 1HAR

(to 3)

Hut ]
p" AR IVl 1 || N I 4 | |
o . Eﬂ
- I I I i |
D) - = | =
those who wish to  sing - ways,

i
=]

T

to 1
[ st EI . ( .)
e P — ¢ 8
\e) - -
al - ways, ® song.__
ad lib around chord sequence \
Fém? Cim’/E Cim7/G#
# T " e— . < —
T — D 1' i B £
)t 2 — @ i
no.
X = .
i D

Lo =
E==

N>
W

|

N
“
w

“|
(Y

oy
E=3
Ll




39

T h B 4 parts
O rc ea re rS Easy
Words from 7orch-Bearers by E. Nesbit (1858-1924)
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@ Until We Are All Free

Based on words attributed to Emma Lazurus (1797-1883)

For the sake of clarity, the 4 parts enter at intervals of one crotchet.
This round is designed to be easily facilitated by the conductor, who, if
necessary, can give cues for each part for every individual phrase.
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@ Villagers All ntermectote

Words from The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame (1859-1932)
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TF 4 by Mark Twain (1835-1910) on the tombstone
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Wassail the Trees rermee

Words from Wassail the Trees by Robert Herrick (1591-1674)
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What Is Spring? i

Words from The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett (1849-1924)
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Gerald Manley Hopkins (1844-1889)
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When Adam Delved

"When Adam delved and Eve span, who was then the gentleman?”
John Ball (c. 1338-1381)
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4 parts

Winter Song

Words from Winter Song by Wilfred Owen (1893-1918)
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4 parts

Challenging

The Woods

Words from Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening by Robert Frost (1873-1963)
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